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Some  Phases  of  Imperialism 


An  Address 

Delivered  before  the  Canadian  Club,  Montreal, 

March  7th,  1910,  by  R.  C.  Smith,  K.C. 


In  considcriiiK  what  I  mklit  talk  about  for  half  an  hour  to-day, 
it  ■eemed  to  me  thnt  uotwtthitanding  all  that  haii  been  Mtid  and 
written  of  late  on  t!ic  ■nbiect,  there  were  a  few  pla>.i  nialter  of  fact 
things  that  nilKht  usefully  b«  Mid  about  our  Imperial  relation*. 
The  word  "Imperialism"  Hself  is  a  atriking  one  and  in  some 
imaginations  it  apptars  stil!  to  loom  up  as  sugxeiiting  some  impend- 
ing political  change  that  nouid  nibmerge  our  autonomy  and  engulf 
us  in  the  whirlpool  of  European  com^)lication«.  We  hear  of  this  one 
and  that,  that  he  is  too  imperial i<ttic  in  his  tendencies,  and  more  than 
once  we  have  heard  in  connection  with  the  very  interesting  debate 
upon  the  Government's  naval  policy,  opinions  expressed  upon  that 
policy  and  upon  the  alternative  sugK^^tioni  of  the  opposition, 
in  their  relation  to  Imperialism.  Some  think  the  participation  of  the 
Government  in  the  naval  conferenceH  in  London, and  the  naval  policy 
now  under  discussion  are  too  imperialistic— others  think  they  are  not 
imperialistic  enough.  Some  think  the  opposition  proposal  of  giving 
a  counle  of  Dreadnoughts  and  having  done  with  it,  is  not  really 
Imperialistic  and  others  think  it  is  far  too  much  so.  Some  even  speak 
of  our  drifting  toward  Imperialism.  The  way  the  matter  is  put  at 
times,  a  visitor  from  Mars  would  suppose  that  we  are  not  already  part 
of  the  British  Empire.  We  are  a  part  of  the  Knipire,  and  if  we  wish 
a  change  we  must  frankly  advocate  separation.  There  is  not  a  gleam 
of  reason  in  attempting  to  make  a  bugaboo  of  Imperialism,  unless  we 
are  prepared  logically  to  advocate  independence  or  annexation.  I 
certainly  would  not  be  guilty  of  intrwlucing  party  politics  before  a 
Canadian  Club,  even  though  I  notice  that  some  of  those  addresaing 
Western  Canadian  Clubs  have  not  had  the  same  idea  of  propriety.  I 
will  simply  say  that  for  one  I  have  been  glad  to  observe  the 
Imperialistic  note  in  the  speeches  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  as 
evidence  of  the  awakeiing  of  the  long  dormant  sense  of  this  Coun- 
try's responsibility  as  an  integral  part  of  the  British  Empire. 

Taking  a  practical  common-sense  view  of  our  position,  we  have  a 
long  coast  line  on  the  Pacific  and  another  on  the  Atlantic  including 
our  Lower  Provinces  ;  we  have  a  boundary  line  of  thousands  of  miles 
between  us  and  our  powerful  and  friendly  neighbours  to  the  south  of 
us  ;  our  foreign  trade  has  trebled  in  twenty  years  ;  we  are  destined  to 
become,  no  doubt,  the  greatest  food  producing  country  in  the  world  ; 
we  are  told  that  not  more  than  four  percent  of  our  land  suitable  for 
wheat  growing  has  yet  been  broken ;  we  shall  be  growing  what  the 
world  needs;  the  development  of  our  mineral  resources  has  only  begun, 


whm  wt  U>  n  bt  left  to  «i,^  di^  b^  S^il??"*  'J'^  '•*^« 

omi  i«uf.u  iTii:  will  Swit3im^j"*irs£f*~"r  •  -' 

{eu  ihottld  allow  n»to^^^,J  !^  V *  ^ ^*^  J^'  «««♦,«• 

eoantrr  ilotw  I,  Vble  to  ilJ!.  ♦hH^?'^*  '?'*  backing  tbaa  tbi« 

of  loci  inttrnttby  localor  SiSSnW*'*?*.'*,!"'^*  '»'jr«»wn««Bt 
-T  that  BOMi.  £  .*r  £,S7,S^*^  "!5^-.,»«»  f  TMtaw  to 
•tiSiMtioB  that  ow  pnllBt^jlJSZ.  Sf  »rP*"''**''  •*»»«•  •»•"  • 
iBterfeml  with.  ThVp^iSSS^iiZ^ii^JV''^,^*/  eortB"«d or 
lt|d«UUT«  JuriadictteB'oJir 3?iSBliS?il?5*"»*''?li**«*' P«w»t 
PMllMDtBt'wlll  wbSm  to  mSTui?  S!*!?'  !SiV*?  D«»«nl»lon 

W.1I.  with  •  Hbtnd  C?BadS^pSfSr.B?r  aJ^.**!'*^  »•"«"  " 
iMBBrr  C»iSL^w.!-Li  »     •       .^r*"*°*  '»<*  Tariff  Reform  '•  in  th# 

^Hn»  fl«u«  -Kiffg^JiSilf  dS&e~rn*^t£:  wV^^^  *"  '•'^ 
Oat«rteand«ttheaameUi^^Hn»7«.^J.-*^j''.''***  •««^e  of 
wWch  I  have  not  hadthn.^  vSf!  tS!^*??  *^  "i^'i^  P"^"*'»»  **«• 
ia  tha  Canadian  ^a^wSl  for  Ma^'h  J2«.*S***5  "u*:?"*"*  ^^^ 


cm*u  siuHiki  ^t  SmJ^S;  ISoTiuiGr?^^*  7C!r?**ii**«  •* 

who  an  impatient  of  development   Whr^lkVoWl-    »i.°^5*?^ 

Con«lt«UoJ?Th.tmo.t..tun^t«S,Sl«1h.^^^ 
Low,  taya  tbe  British  Constitution  is  oartlV  l.w^^ii  ul!:      ^*'°"!' 
ethic..p.rtly  ««tou,  .nd  P«Srthe  S  i  th?^iiSiTfl„^S^ 
which  .«  monldiag  and  cQn^nti  the  while  stSctn^oTiikSj^SS 
year  to  year.  So  most  our  Imperial  relations  bethi  «^i»^-  /  ^" 

Brill*  dtpendcDdet  Ike  progieM  hu  b«D  froa  Crown  S!^  to 


Jl«m.  (iovcrttrntnt  Ur.i,.  ,u  ukt  u.  „.or.  into  •  .  c.>,  fl!|Vri',  iVm.! 
•uthor  UtU.   rr,»,.M„u.io„    .n.l   with   i,,«r,  ronvuTch «     „rtu"nc! 

•^t"«etb«r  .r«„quii_w.r.  I  to  r*frr  at  tli  to  n,iii,h  dip  ou.A  S 
u.tttr.  •frtvtin«  C4n«.l..  My  go^M  frJtiul.  Dmrtur  mVi'EIi  fbfnk^ 
w.  .« ,,«,f  wru„K  when  w.  .uK«..t  tbat  in  tb«  ,„  ,  J   hM  not  V^n 

h..  wr.a.«  v.rv  «hly  in  drf.nce  of  ,bo^  .tate.men  u, .   .1  ;u,;Mli  u 

rif  HlcVV't'^"*'*''*  "•"."'."  """»"•«  "•  ■»'•  "•"  territory  *^  1  wo«ia 
not  like  to  »»c  convinced  that  we  have  ever  Uken  ..Iv.nt.Kt  oT  "n v 
one  even  In  dip  om«cy.  a.  I  could  not  endure  .urh  .  Irnw  of  tfuilt^ 
but  I  really  w.,uld  Ilk.  to  be  convinced  that  w.  hid Tonomethln; 

^uar^'^Ve^rh.::?  Jnl  "-''  *"•  *"? '  "^  »'?'  '""''  ""'  !t  leaTnearlJ 
•quarc.     i  erliap*  I  will  lie  40  conv  iicetl— he  Mvt  I  will    if  I  ■•>».  .« 

relax  my  p.^headed  -tut.lK.rnneM  lon.c  enounMo  e.ami  e  iSe  fact, 
I  am  a  very  p..«cealdy  inclined  in.lividual  and  I  never  like  reSl 
InK  un|.lea.ant  matter.  ;  but  on  the  other  hand  one  thinL  hit  diiun 
KuUhe.  a  proKreM,ve  people  i.  that  they  l.arn  from  h  "t^y  an  tlL 
tZi^iT  '7*^''  '*"  te«on.of  history.  The  Mother  CoumJy  ha.  col 
suited  Canada  more  and  more  in  all  matiera  in  which  Catia. la  ha.  • 
special  interest  and  I  think  it  must  b«  a.lmittedtha    that  course  hat 

•ion  which  the  Inii>«Hal  Authoriti.  ,  cmmitted  to  C.na'li.ns  u.JlTli' 
T.^/ r*'"  '"'.'l^^l  ^'i"""*  the.IiKhteTt  frict;;.^  im,rti  u  iLul.  w^re 
debate.1  and  settled  and  a  reasonable  award  ren.lere^.  W  th  referrnci 
wHi?  m'"'*'*  '";"*  i^''"'"*''  Bound-ry  Commission  w.  cannot  sjeaj 
with  the  same  freedom  or  with  th  •  same  satisfaction.  Of  courJl  we 
occep  ed  the  tribunal  having  in  it.  person.l  two  such  di.tinShed 
Canadians  as  the  present  Minister  of  Justice  and  the  Dresent  Chi.r 

iio^'wir/nT 'i"'*.°'r'^P»"'"*  ""r  *^^»«»»  •e-ic.so'i.Pth.'t^imm: 
sion  will  not  soon  be  forKotten,  and  we  are  bounil  to  accept  loral  v 

f  not  cheerfully,  the  award  it  rendere.l.     I  hope,  however  it  Slunll 
»«  considered  an  unpardonable  diRression  nor  yet  the  reopen  n»  of 
an  unpleasiint  nuestion  if  I  ,«y  a  word  upon  arbi  r 'tior«nendU- 
.T.i  ."'n  "^  "f"»f«t*o«  i'-  the  cause  of  pekce.     There  is  i;o  question 
th.  worl.l  IS  more  interesle.1  in  than  that  of  arbitration      Wi  are  al 

LTrn'iT"'''  interested  In  the  question  whether  arbUr«ion  Jil   wV, 

SteZS^f'rffi  *"  u?*"°",!,'»M'  ™»'°"»'  ""''  i»«»  •nethod  of  .0  vTnK 
international  difficu  ties.  Civilization  will  have  made  its  grandest 
advance  when  this  i.  accomplished  The  Russian  Set  opened  fire 
upona  lot  of  innocent  DoKKer  Bank  fishermen.  And  thef^  was  aj 
EmoS  t°h"at  suPh!"'***.?  evidence  of  the  peaceful  disp!>sit?on  of  tK 
Empire  tbat  such  a  matter  should  be  arbitrated  at  all.  but  upon  calm 


I 


I 
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r«A«etbit  It  may  ti«  .UHilHni  wliciU*r  iIm  rmutt  r»«ilf  ^ulvcncctl  tt.» 
c.>«rt.U.Kr«  .  M  II  av„  to  Ucum.  •,ul.U.h..|  ..,  4,1  bo«or.l,t.  ZtS 

Uimcuttx  r4l>i«r  11,411  *4r.  but  lb.,MU,„„  «|. -f  .h,.l...n4.y  „r  ?Hh« 
••«•»•  r««.o»»  ol  •UU-  Willi  .rhiu.uori,  will  lu  lU.  ,„.l  luutlll 

utwa  M  ail  only  lulf  r«»|muhl«  way  ul  .Ulrkinu  •  fiuht  ru^»7^^^M 
WM  forcibly  „,.r.^*.|  hy  U„..ral  ll.rrl«,„  ...  fn*  a?g.  mrS'^^'  bl 
VtiiciutUn  arbilr4tluii.     In,,lot«aiy  u  uiie  ibi,,K  :  rtrbilr.UuM  i.  m.ii! 

princ.pl,.  Wendly  w.dl.llu„  U  on.  Ihing;  4rf.ltr«  3  \  u  1.  " 
o  lirr.  and  ih.lr  ,pl..r«  mi«»  ba  k.pt  ..p^r-i.  I(  ib*v  art  to  I  ol  il,"  ; 
plarr,  »w«n^  |„  r«K,..rw,  of  raa«n  ai.  .ubatitHU  Un  (or  .  I  b  , 
•hort  Urn.  at  tb,  !.«»•  •«!  •"*{»-!  tribunal  will  .H  t«  .ItI.Ic  wvt?at 
qu«alion»  of  Kraat  int«r.«t  to  ua  aa  Cana.llan»  and  it  i.uu  i^Tyrr* 
h  Khly  .«lUr,ct.«y  to  u.  tbtt  Sir  Cli.rlaa  KU/p4trii k.  tb.  C  n,(  jnnkJ 
ofCanad*  will  !,•  on.  o  tb.  )u.Ik«.  Tb..  .,  «it..fart.,ry  „ot  on|! 
becauM  of  bia  rminent  4btluy.  bm  l.^cau..*  bia  wl.vtion  i\\  rSoZf 
ton  of  our  P.KIH-H,  in  tbe  H.nplrt.  and  wh4.rvrr  lb.  r«i  U  „7yTl 
wl  «x,nlident  tbat  w<  will  bav.  .n  argummt  and  obtain  a  d^u. Ion 
founded  upon  tb«  principle  of  inier.fatloiirtl  Uw  "•ucn.iou 

Our  rrUtJuna  toward,   the    Ivmpir,.  both  aa  rcsarda  our  tU. 
Kovcriimrnt  and  our   r.lutiona  witb  trtber  natloua    tav.  Ii  ii.ro vl. 
wo..d«fully  without  any  violent  lotutitutit  n.1  Sic.     Yo    cl^no 
truly  .p..k  of  a  poller  of  drift  until  it  i.  cl.ar  lb?,  .omethi„ri3^^^ 
ouglit  to  be  don.,     r/ot  .  w..k  ago  •  prominent  Imnk.r  m,  tbTc   y 

whi.h  u'iZhl*^.:'.!!'  '  *"y  P*n>l"inK  -ituafon.  u.ed  an  .Ip^..^,! 

which  i.  worthy  to  become  prov.rblal.    "Hav.  you  «v.r  conaidered  " 

I.  a.k«l.-  bow  many  quaallo...  ar.  ,oly.d  by  •il.nc.r '    W .  are  not 

Bri  lab  pr.ference  that  in  ao  far  aa  tb.  nilKl.ty  tica  of  coninierc.  In  w. 
wUli  then  to  bind  u.  cloa.r  to  tb.  Knipire    You  hay.  rrc^ntly  lX;IT 
to   wo  y.ry  abl.  addre.Ma  frotn  Mr.  firierl.y  ^nd  Mr  wffi„  ,i»  i 
which  tb.  .ubject  of  our  nay«l  policy  waa  dUcuMed  from  Srent 
pointa  of  view,  and  I  .I..II  not  weary  you  now  wi  b  .nl  le  ,  Jthv 

I'^'fhT^  *°<**-  ^*  ^r*  •»  '«*'»  •''«^"  ^'••'  "c  real  e  oifr  ZCol 
ih.?r  M'%?''  "'•*.^!  ""  ^"""«  »°  '•«  aomcthiiiK  more  h« 
cheer  for  be  Hag;  not  that  we  ire  only  willing  to  do  wmi.t  ,  n^ 
under  the  influence  of  a  momentary  fear,  but  that  wi  b  a  f.iU  "..le  ol 
reaponaib  l.ty  we  are  ready  to  adopt  a  ,;oIicy  of  co-opj^I  io„  /^  the 
defenceof  the  Kmp.re.  whfch.  thouxh  it  nia/b.  bumbl.TnTt"  b^.in! 
iiing.w  U.in  the  future  gram'  and  bright  th/t  lie.  before  .1"  ret.r^fent 
•  mighty  .ow.r  to  promote  an.l  to  llefend  the  prindple.'tbit  b.ye 

beca.iae  1 U  ew  di.c.plea  have  from  time  to  time  .poken  of  ImuerialUm 
a.  though  it  were  among  our  great  national  <lSngen  In'^.nS 
community  hke  our.  with  a  population  represeulin?  different  races  o 
^!['„*l"*.*'''i"  "^^  ''?r.°'  ""y  "''"^meof  public  iKilicyor  a  y  prop«; 
ganda  ouching  public  or  national  aflfaira.  which  »  a.ldre«ed  ?o  but 
one  section  of  the  population,  the  fact  thai  it  i.  «o  lini  t^Thoild  bi 
reason  enough  for  yery  careful  scrutiny  of  iu  motiyes  and  tendencie. 


mu.t  h.  prompted  by  «,me  other  motive.    What  c.nT«t  motive  £  ? 
If  it  be  leparation  from  the  Empire  io  -o  f»r  m  it  i.  .« -«iS^i  . 

would  recoil  in  ditmay  from  such  •  consequence  of  their  Mitatfon  l^' 
U  appeared  in  the  amallest  degree  orobable      Mnt  JL 'J     •      i 

fSt    oSe™  ^  Tt  w^,"*^""  ^  •"  *J'*  administration  of  the  public 
iM  LctiJSaU.m     Tf  .^*^*  '"""  ""d.^io'e  "Pid  method  of  promot- 

upon  human  nature  that  appeal,  to  fectionSism.  iVl>  often  IS:"  .s 
i?^  eiy  to  cSTw^'cl^^s  V^^^^^^  ^'■°?°/^*  *^»»«ff-    So 

s;^iitMn!%^^^^ 

!oW"^'t^^^ 

K^nt  o^f  T*"*"  °^  *'J*  ~°»«nity  be  not  receiv  ng  fuU  iurtic* 
S.  mldl  rieht  ihXf  *'  'J°^y'^'5«  ^""8  or  unfair  beVhoJ^let  it 
a^d  evVi.7Ah;J5l/'**°'V''  ^."•^*  "»  •  nation  within  the  Empire- 
b^t^I!^H;n^nH!i''*''i"°  ^"P''"*  "°^  »»>«  »to«»  -lone  it  w3suii 
of  t^iV^urSSe,    A^lU^f  '^!  1"^^^  °' ^"  P«^°P'*  "^  the  hamiemy 

toopStll^i^-jfiS^j-^K^-^^^ 

TetmrLithSr  En^lt^h '""'^ "  In  a  ^iri!  of  So^r  ?he"n' 
of  referring  to  the  t?e«^oJfi  "Ph"^'°8  P«°P'*  "«  °ot  "  "ttle  too  fond 
tiie  Rmo  re  Thin  w  fS  ^°?v  ^"^  common  origin  that  bind  us  to 
tue  «mpire.    Think  of  the  millions  throughout  the  world-wide  f^Xr 

noTVri^i'xherar^lfnJ^."'''*'  °'  °"'^'  *°  -^om  thTnatn  ally  dSJ 
Thev  Te  true  t nd  ?„^!i  "^%1K««'  ?»  the  gate.  They  are  one  with  u.. 

« "^^meth" nVof  thi*'''''?"'  ''-  «'"°^  ^""  brotherho?d-^S  in\r.t 
lies  something  of  the  genius  oi  true  Imperialism.     1  heard  the  j:x)rd 


Bishop  of  Ripon.  tpeiking  in  London,  say  :-"Thc  Britiiih  Pm«ir-  i. 

ii«^/  of  conscience,  and  the  •acredness  of  home  -striSn^  towi^H 
ideals  not  yet  atuined  but  ahaping  dimly  in  the  reiin  of  tS.S  -«3 

U,.,,S'  °^'^  '5"?  ''■.?•  'SO. "'  heard  in  our  own  Ho^ecr  Corn™.; 


